
Pastor’s page: “Do not judge, and you will not be judged.”- The Art of Accompaniment (Luke 6:37) 

      Early in his papacy, Pope Francis was returning from an international youth conference in Rio de 
Janeiro, Brazil. Reporters were interviewing him, and one of them asked about people who have a 
homosexual orientation. Pope Francis caught international attention when he responded with the 
words of Jesus Christ: “Who am I to judge?” For Francis, gays should be integrated into society and not 
marginalized. No one is outside God’s love. Going out to the periphery, the margins of society has 
been a key theme in this papacy. Accompaniment, not exclusion and excommunication, is of 
paramount importance. Judgments, of course, belong only to God. He will be our judge, and his 
judgment is for our salvation. God does not desire the eternal death of anyone. God’s passionate 
desire is for all of us, each and every one, sinner and saint, to be with him in the unending joy of 
heaven. This is why he sent His only Son. 

      Pope Francis has made it clear that mercy and kindness, dialogue and compassion, are essential to 
God’s nature; and must be central to we who have been made in his image and likeness. To this end, 
Pope Francis has called for a church, a people of God, who are in solidarity with everyone. Everyone is 
sacred to us. “We need a church capable of walking at people’s side… A church which accompanies 
them on their journey.” (Pope Francis) 

      The parish of St. Kilian reflects the primacy of virtues high on the agenda of Pope Francis: mercy, 
kindness, dialogue and compassion. They are prominent in our St. Kilian Vision Statement published 
in our bulletin and on our website www.stkilian.com weekly. 

      When parents bring their newborn child for the baptism celebration of initiation into the Catholic 
Church, a deacon or priest greets them with a warm welcome, and begins the process of 
accompaniment. “In our world, (Pope Francis teaches us), ordained ministers and other pastoral 
workers can make present the fragrance of Christ’s closeness and his personal gaze. The church will 
have to initiate everyone—priests, religious and laity—into this ‘art of accompaniment’ which teaches 
us to remove our sandals before the sacred ground of the other.” (The Joy of the Gospel) 

      When parents register for faith formation and the education of their children in the ways of faith, 
they are accompanied by our directors of faith formation and the staff. No judgments are made. 
Warm welcome is offered, and parents and their children are drawn into the embrace of Christ 
through this Christian witness and unconditional love. Many of those registering are single-parent or 
divorced and remarried people. The church teaches us in Pope Francis’s exhortation: “Such persons 
need to feel not as excommunicated members of the church, but instead as living members, able to 
live and grow in the church and experience her as a mother who welcomes them always, who takes 
care of them with affection and encourages them along the path of life in the gospel. This integration 
is also needed in the care and Christian upbringing of their children, who ought to be considered most 
important.”  

      When hurting families and individuals arrive at our Parish Outreach building, the director of 
outreach and the staff recognize them as Christ’s children. They find compassionate care and are met 
with food and shelter to address their needs and to uphold their dignity as sacred reflections of God’s 
glory. When other agencies both County and state, can be of assistance to them, they are referred to 
these agencies with the utmost respect and love. No judgments are made. All are welcome! 

http://www.stkilian.com/


      We understand that life is extremely complicated and filled with anxiety. Pastoral ministers, a 
term which includes all the parishioners of St. Kilian - baptized into the glory of God - walk with 
immense kindness with one another - and with all who come in our path. We are deeply aware that 
people have been marginalized in society, not because of their own personal failings but because of 
other factors that have stripped their dignity from them. We seek to bind up their wounds and restore 
their dignity. As our Savior has taught and shown us, we seek “to set captives free.”  

      Complex situations do not have simple answers. As Pope Francis has told us: “By thinking that 
everything is black-and-white, we sometimes close off the way of grace and of growth, and discourage 
paths of sanctification which give glory to God.” (The Gospel of Love) 

       At St. Kilian parish we do not think in black-and-white terms. Rather, we recognize the complexity 
of life and of moral issues, and the differing responses that we can each make to the gospel demands. 
We overlook faults. We see the best in others. We presume the best of others. We leave judgments to 
God. We respond effectively to human needs wherever we encounter them. Christ is with us. Christ is 
within us. Christ is before our eyes. Do we see Him? 

Peace, Father Bruce 


